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the American public in our time of 
need. 

This legislation, as the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GEKAS), the 
chairman has indicated, is appropriate 
as the U.S. attorney and the Attorney 
General are looking to bring solution 
to the heinous acts that occurred this 
week. 

The Violent Crime Control Act of 
1994 created the ‘‘S’’ nonimmigrant 
visa classification. We need to restore 
this visa which expired on September 
12, 2001. Without this legislation, law 
enforcement will not be able to bring 
in foreign nationals who may be able to 
provide their needed information. It is 
well known that the search for the per-
petrators of the heinous acts that oc-
curred on September 11, 2001, is an 
international search. 

Right now, the number of visas to 
bring in individuals are limited, 200 
visas are for those who provide critical 
information about crimes. Fifty visas 
are specifically devoted to those who 
can provide critical information about 
terrorism. An application for the ‘‘S’’ 
visa must be made by a Federal, State 
or local law enforcement agency or by 
a court, and once an individual enters 
on an ‘‘S’’ visa, he or she is admitted 
for the purpose of cooperating with law 
enforcement. 

This is crucial inasmuch as our At-
torney General and all of the addi-
tional officials are looking to bring 
some resolution, great resolution to 
this enormous tragedy. These visas are 
particularly necessary because many of 
these people are in danger in their 
home countries after they have cooper-
ated with an investigation or testified 
in a criminal proceeding. 

There is much that this Nation has 
to do to, ultimately, in our future to 
bring closure to the terrible loss of life. 
In order to do this expeditiously, we 
need the insight of these individuals 
around the world who will come and 
testify and bring evidence so that we 
can put an end to these evil acts. 

This legislation, I believe, is impor-
tant, and so the objection that I have 
expressed is one that I am willingly 
now prepared to withdraw and ask that 
my colleagues do support this legisla-
tion so that we can move expeditiously 
in what we need to do to solve the ter-
rible acts that occurred this week. 

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Senate bill, as fol-

lows: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PERMANENT AUTHORITY FOR ADMIS-

SION OF ‘‘S’’ VISA NONIMMIGRANTS. 
Section 214(k) of the Immigration and Na-

tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1184(k)) is amended— 

(1) by striking (2); 
(2) by redesignating paragraphs (3), (4), and 

(5) as paragraphs (2), (3), and (4), respec-
tively; and 

(3) in paragraph (4)(E) (as redesignated), by 
striking ‘‘paragraph (4)’’ and inserting’’ 
paragraph (3)’’. 

The Senate bill was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 1424, 
the Senate bill just passed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

f 

TERRORIST VICTIMS FLAG 
MEMORIAL RESOLUTION OF 2001 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
House Administration be discharged 
from further consideration of the reso-
lution (H.Res. 239), providing Capitol- 
flown flags to each surviving victim, 
and the family of each deceased victim, 
of the terrorist attacks which occurred 
on September 11, 2001, and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, reserving 
the right to object, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. NEY) for an ex-
planation of the resolution. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill is here on be-
half of the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. HOYER), the ranking member of 
the Committee on House Administra-
tion, and myself. 

This resolution would authorize 
funds for the provisions of flags that 
have been flown over the great Capitol 
to the surviving victims and the fami-
lies of those who lost their lives in the 
tragic events of September 11, 2001. 

Pursuant to this resolution, those 
who were injured or lost a loved one in 
these hideous attacks would be entitled 
to receive, at no cost, the United 
States flag. I believe all Members will 
agree that provisions of the flag, what 
we believe in the flag as a symbol of 
our country and to give that is the 
least we can do to show our support for 
those tragically affected by these bar-
baric acts. 
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Mr. Speaker, as we stand here to-
night, behind you is our flag, which is 

the greatest symbol of our country. 
And as we have the energetic give and 
take of public debate on the floor of 
this Chamber to do our duty, to rep-
resent freedom, to represent our con-
stituents and our very American way 
of life, we recognize, I know, that we 
could not be here to have our debates 
and our agreements and our disagree-
ments if it were not for the veterans of 
our country, who from the beginning of 
our revolution up through today, as 
our military stands ready always, as 
our troops are overseas in situations 
that put them in harm’s way, and we 
always know through all of this that 
the colors do not run on that flag and 
neither have our veterans. 

I mention the veterans because they 
are so important to us. Mr. Speaker, I 
believe also we should mention that we 
realize that somewhere in this tragic 
amount of individuals who have lost 
their lives, there are veterans; but we 
also recognize in fact that there are 
nonveterans that have also in fact lost 
their lives. And it is fitting that those 
targeted, whether veterans or non-
veterans, should receive in tribute the 
symbol of our great Nation, the Amer-
ican flag, that has been flown across 
the United States Capitol, the struc-
ture that houses our great institutions 
of democracy. 

Tragically, the victims of this savage 
attack are numerous. Though there are 
many victims, each should be honored. 
Every single one of them. This resolu-
tion will permit Members to show that 
they, this Congress, and our country 
mourn the loss deeply of our fellow 
citizens and we are in solidarity with 
those that have had the ultimate price 
of their lives taken away from them 
and we are in deepest sympathy with 
their families. 

It has long be been the law of this 
Nation and of our land that when a vet-
eran dies their family receives a flag. 
All those who died and were injured on 
September 11, 2001, again may have not 
been in our armed services, but they all 
assuredly were casualties of war, and 
they should be recognized as such. I 
hope all Members will join me in pass-
ing this resolution. 

Mr. BAIRD. Reclaiming my time, Mr. 
Speaker, I want to thank the distin-
guished gentleman from Ohio and the 
gentleman from Maryland for intro-
ducing this legislation. And, par-
enthetically, I would like to thank 
them both for their support of recent 
efforts to counsel the staff and other 
Members of this body to help them deal 
with the events surrounding the trag-
edy of Tuesday. 

Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, two great 
symbols of the United States were at-
tacked along with thousands of our 
countrymen. When the symbols of the 
World Trade Center fell, that collapse 
took with it the lives of thousands of 
innocent men, women, young children, 
and senior citizens. We have grieved 
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since that time; and in our grief other 
symbols have risen up to demonstrate 
our solidarity with the victims, and 
those symbols are those familiar stars 
and stripes of the American flag. As 
those symbols have risen, they have 
lifted the human spirits of our popu-
lation. 

It is one of the tragedies of events 
like this that the fire and the degree of 
destruction will tragically not leave 
remains even for the loved ones who 
are left behind. They will be left with 
memories. They will be left with horri-
fying images, with photographs; but 
they will not have even the bodies, in 
many cases, of their loved ones to cher-
ish. But this body today has an oppor-
tunity to give at least something to 
the survivors and the families, and 
that something is something very pre-
cious. It is an American flag. It is a 
flag that will have been flown over this 
Capitol, a Capitol that stands for the 
entire world as a symbol itself, a sym-
bol of freedom. 

As we look up each day in the weeks 
to come and we see the flags symbol-
izing that freedom over this building, 
we can know, and the families of the 
victims can know, that those flags 
stand for them, they stand for future 
generations, and they stand for the 
best this country has to offer. 

With this resolution, the Congress is 
authorizing the giving of those flags to 
the survivors’ families from this ter-
rible accident; and it is our hope, how-
ever small the gesture may seem, that 
in some small way those flags can lift 
the spirits of the families as they have 
lifted the spirits of the Nation for 
many years past and for years to come. 

I commend the authors of this legis-
lation. I encourage all Americans to fly 
their own flags over their homes and 
businesses, and I hope that in some 
small way this bill and the flags that 
will be given to the families will help 
carry them through this difficult time, 
just as the flags have helped carry our 
Nation through many past challenges 
and crises. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, will the gen-
tleman yield? 

Mr. BAIRD. Further reserving the 
right to object, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Ohio. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I just wanted 
to point out, and I would be remiss if I 
did not do this, that though we have 
authored this resolution, myself and 
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER), I want to note that this tre-
mendous idea, this tremendous gesture, 
this move by this Congress to help 
communicate with these families that 
we do care that they paid the ultimate 
price, was the idea of the gentleman 
from Washington. He brought it to us. 
And I just wanted to commend the gen-
tleman for bringing this idea. Although 
we have authored it, we really appre-
ciate the thoughtfulness of the gen-
tleman in proposing this. 

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, I withdraw 
my reservation of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 239 

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This resolution may be cited as the ‘‘Ter-
rorist Victims Flag Memorial Resolution of 
2001’’. 
SEC. 2. CAPITOL-FLOWN FLAGS FOR VICTIMS OF 

THE SEPTEMBER 11, 2001, TER-
RORIST ATTACKS. 

(a) AUTHORITY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—At the request of a sur-

viving victim, or the family of a deceased 
victim, of the terrorist attacks which oc-
curred on September 11, 2001, the Represent-
ative of such victim or family may provide 
the victim or family with a Capitol-flown 
flag, not to exceed one flag per victim or 
family, together with the certificate de-
scribed in paragraph (4). 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Paragraph (1) shall 
take effect on the date on which the Com-
mittee on House Administration approves 
the regulations issued by the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives under subsection 
(b). 

(3) COST.—Flags shall be provided at no 
cost to the victims or their families. Such 
funds as may be necessary for the adminis-
tration of this program, including the pur-
chase and delivery of flags provided pursuant 
to this resolution, are hereby authorized to 
be appropriated from the applicable accounts 
of the House of Representatives. 

(4) CERTIFICATE DESCRIBED.—The certifi-
cate described in this paragraph is a certifi-
cate which is signed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the Represent-
atives providing the flag, and which reads as 
follows: ‘‘This flag has been flown over the 
United States Capitol, in memory of those 
who perished, and to honor those who were 
injured, as a result of the terrorist attacks 
which occurred on September 11, 2001. It is 
presented to the surviving victims, and the 
families of those who lost their lives, with 
profound sorrow on behalf of the United 
States House of Representatives.’’. 

(b) REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of adoption of this resolution, 
the Clerk shall issue regulations for carrying 
out this resolution, including regulations to 
establish procedures (including any appro-
priate forms, guidelines, and accompanying 
certificates) for requesting a Capitol-flown 
flag. 

(2) APPROVAL BY COMMITTEE ON HOUSE AD-
MINISTRATION.—The regulations issued by the 
Clerk under paragraph (1) shall take effect 
upon approval by the Committee on House 
Administration. 

(c) APPLICABILITY.—This resolution shall 
only apply to victims of the terrorist attacks 
which occurred in the United States on Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this resolution— 
(1) the term ‘‘Capitol-flown flag’’ means a 

United States flag flown over the United 
States Capitol in honor of the deceased or 
surviving victim for whom such flag is re-
quested; 

(2) the term ‘‘Representative’’ includes a 
Delegate or Resident Commissioner to the 
Congress; and 

(3) the term ‘‘victim’’ means a person who 
lost his or her life in, or due to, the attacks 

of September 11, 2001, or who sustained phys-
ical injury due to the attacks, but does not 
include the aircraft hijackers and any other 
person determined to have taken part in 
those attacks. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The Speaker pro tempore laid before 
the House the following communica-
tion from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, September 14, 2001. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
September 14, 2001 at 3:56 p.m. and said to 
contain a message from the President where-
by he submits a copy of an Executive Order 
and a Proclamation concerning the emer-
gency declared as a result of the September 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the United 
States. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

JEFF TRANDAHL, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

DECLARATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY BY REASON OF 
CERTAIN TERRORIST ATTACKS 
AND ORDERING READY RESERVE 
OF ARMED FORCES TO ACTIVE 
DUTY—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 107–118) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Armed Services and the Committee 
on International Relations and ordered 
to be printed. 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to section 201 of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1621), 
I hereby report that I have exercised 
my authority to declare a national 
emergency by reason of the terrorist 
attacks at the World Trade Center, 
New York, New York, and the Pen-
tagon, and the continuing and imme-
diate threat of further attacks on the 
United States. A copy of my proclama-
tion is attached. 

Further, I have authorized, pursuant 
to section 12302 of title 10, United 
States Code, the Secretary of Defense, 
and the Secretary of Transportation 
with respect to the Coast Guard when 
it is not operating as a service within 
the Department of the Navy, to order 
to active duty units and individual 
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